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July 2009
Introduction

The United Nations Statistical Commission (the Commission), at its 39th session in February 2008 requested that the draft revised recommendations for international merchandise trade statistics be submitted to the Commission for adoption at its 41st session in February 2010.  To implement this request the United Nations Statistics Division conducted in May-June 2008 a worldwide consultation on the key issues relevant for setting the scope of the future recommendations. The received comments and suggestions were fully used to guide the revision process and the provisional draft of the revised recommendations, entitled International Merchandise Trade Statistics: Concepts and Definitions, 2010 (IMTS2010), is now available on the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) website at: 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/trade/EG-IMTS/EG-IMTS%20web%20announcement.htm
The preparation of the provisional draft benefited also from three virtual meetings of the Expert Group on International Merchandise Trade Statistics (EG-IMTS) conducted by UNSD in November-December 2008, March-April 2009 and May-June 2009. The reports and a list of the participants of all EG-IMTS meetings can be found at the above indicated website.

In accordance with the decision of the Commission the provisional draft revised recommendations covers all main stages of the statistical process and provides an updated conceptual framework for international merchandise trade statistics as well as new recommendations on data compilation, quality assurance and dissemination policy. In a number of areas existing recommendations have been strengthened or new recommendations have been added in order to cope with the changes affecting international merchandise trade statistics which made this revision necessary (see provisional draft, introduction, part B). Additional guidance on more technical matters and description of good practices relevant to the implementation of the revised and new recommendations will be provided in the revised IMTS Compilers Manual.

In order to assist UNSD and the EG-IMTS in the finalization of the draft recommendations prior to their submission to the Commission for adoption we would like to invite countries to review the provisional draft recommendations and to send us their comments/ suggestions by completing this questionnaire. 
The questionnaire follows the IMTS2010 structure and seeks to obtain an understanding whether countries endorse, in general, its content as well as to provide countries with an opportunity to express their specific comments on particular chapters. At the end of the questionnaire we have reserved space for general comments. Any advice on what kind of additional guidance should be provided in the future revised IMTS Compilers Manual regarding the implementation of the draft recommendations will be highly appreciated as well.

If certain information, relevant to the questions posed in this consultation paper is gathered under the responsibility of another agency in your country, we encourage you to consult with that agency prior to submitting your responses. Specifically, we encourage you to consult with your customs administrations and also to consult with your most important user groups.

For any questions regarding the revision process as well as the content of the provisional draft of the recommendations please contact Mr. Vladimir Markhonko, Chief of Trade Statistics Branch (e-mail: markhonko@un.org).
Please complete this questionnaire by clicking 
the appropriate boxes and by typing your comments in the Respondent comments text box

Please return the completed questionnaire to UNSD 

by 25 September 2009 at the latest using the following 
e-mail address (comtrade@un.org)
Contact information

Please provide your contact information:

Name:      
Position:      
Institution:      
E-mail:      
Country:      
Questions

Introduction 

Question 0.1: Do you overall agree with the contents of the introduction? Please provide any comments you might have in the comment box.
YES
  FORMCHECKBOX 

NO
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO opinion
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Respondent comments:      
Chapter I
Scope and time of recording
Question 1.1: Do you agree with the general guidelines on IMTS scope and time of recording? Please provide any comments you might have in the comment box.
YES
  FORMCHECKBOX 

NO
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO opinion
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Respondent comments:      
Question 1.2: Do you overall agree with the specific guidelines on IMTS scope? Please provide any comments you might have in the comment box.
YES
  FORMCHECKBOX 

NO
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO opinion
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Respondent comments:      
Chapter II
Trade system

Question 2.1: Do you overall agree with the contents of this chapter? Please provide any comments you might have in the comment box.
YES
  FORMCHECKBOX 

NO
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO opinion
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Respondent comments:      
Chapter III
Commodity Classifications

Question 3.1: Do you overall agree with the contents of this chapter? Please provide any comments you might have in the comment box.
YES
  FORMCHECKBOX 

NO
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO opinion
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Respondent comments:      
Chapter IV
Valuation

Question 4.1: Do you overall agree with the contents of this chapter and its recommendations on statistical value of the exported and imported goods? Please provide any comments you might have in the comment box.
YES
  FORMCHECKBOX 

NO
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO opinion
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Respondent comments:      
Chapter V
Quantity measurement

Question 5.1: Do you overall agree with the contents of this chapter? Please provide any comments you might have in the comment box.
YES
  FORMCHECKBOX 

NO
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO opinion
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Respondent comments:      
Chapter VI
Partner country

Question 6.1: Do you overall agree with the contents of this chapter and its recommendations on the partner country attribution? Please provide any comments you might have in the comment box.
YES
  FORMCHECKBOX 

NO
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO opinion
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Respondent comments:      
Question 6.2: Do you support the additional recommendation in para. 6.26 that country of consignment is recorded as well, for both, imports and exports, recognizing at the same time, that this may not be always feasible and the implementation of this recommendation may be considered by some countries as a rather longer term objective?
YES
  FORMCHECKBOX 

NO
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO opinion
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Respondent comments:      
Question 6.3: Do you agree with the new recommendation that for some categories of imported goods the country of purchase might be preferable to country of origin (see para. 6.31)?

YES
  FORMCHECKBOX 

NO
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO opinion
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Respondent comments:      
Chapter VII
Mode of transport

Question 7.1: This chapter is new. Do you overall agree with its contents? Please provide any comments you might have in the comment box.
YES
  FORMCHECKBOX 

NO
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO opinion
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Respondent comments:      
Chapter VIII
Data compilation strategies

Question 8.1: This chapter is new. Do you agree in general with its contents? Please provide any comments you might have in the comment box.
YES
  FORMCHECKBOX 

NO
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO opinion
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Respondent comments:      
Chapter IX
Data quality and metadata

Question 9.1: This chapter is new. Do you agree in general with its contents? Please provide any comments you might have in the comment box.
YES
  FORMCHECKBOX 

NO
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO opinion
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Respondent comments:      
Chapter X
Dissemination

Question 10.1: This chapter has been significantly updated. Do you agree in general with its contents? Please provide any comments you might have in the comment box.
YES
  FORMCHECKBOX 

NO
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO opinion
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Respondent comments:      
Chapter XI
Supplementary topics

Question 11.1: Do you overall agree with the contents of this chapter? Please provide any comments you might have in the comment box.
YES
  FORMCHECKBOX 

NO
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO opinion
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Respondent comments:      
Annex A, B, C, D, E and F
Question 12.1: Do you agree that the proposed Annexes are useful? Please provide any comments you might have in the comment box.
YES
  FORMCHECKBOX 

NO
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO opinion
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Respondent comments:      
General comments on IMTS2010

Please provide any general comments you might have in the comment box.
Respondent comments:      
Thank you very much for your answers and comments. [image: image2.png]
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